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. 12 FEB 1978
Honorable Bella S. Akzug, Chairwoman o
. Subcommittee on Indiwidual Rights
Comnmittee on Govermment Operations .
. Howse of Representafives
Washington, D. C. 28515

Dear Madame Chairwwman:

This is in response to your letter dated 27 January 1976 requesting
information concerning the relationship or contacts of the Central
Intelligence Agency w#th Airlie Foundation or Airlie House Conference
Center, Warrenton, E‘E&v;;ginia.-

As you undoubfedly are Aware, the Airlie Foundation at Warrenton,
Virginia provides facifities for conferences sponsored by, among others,

- . - . agemcies of the Federal Government and private organizations. The CIA
and its employees hawe been extended invitations by sponsors to attend
comferences. The CI&, however, has never been a sponsor of a confer-

: ence held-zt the Warrenton facility nor at any other facility of Airlie
- Foundation in the Uniied States or elsewhere. Specific responses to
the questions raised #n your letter are enclosed.

In view of the afrsence of any direct relationship of CIA with Airlie
Foundatiom or Airlie Hiouse Conference Center or with any of their officers
or persommel, we truskt that this response satisfies your inquiry.

Sincerely,
sl Vemon A, M'/aite}s :

Vernon A. Walters .
Acting Director

Enclosure o .

2s stated
Distribution: . _ ) .
. Orig. - Addressee w/encl. ' ' éo\,UUO/ve
" 1 - DCI w/encl. 1-DDS&T w/encl. 1-GCw/encl. & (A &
) 1 - DDCI w/encl. 1 - DDO w/encl. } - DTR w/encl. § {'«f R =
1-. w/enck. 1-DDI w/encl. 1-ER w/encl. & 23 §
LCI Subj. wy /encl. 1 - OLC/Chrono wofencl. 7 > j,i‘:':)’<b‘
AT OLC/P} Ler diWf ] (5Feb. 1976) 76"
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Responses to Questions Raised in Inquiry from
Ghai ‘ 80010039-3

-

Approved For Rete 04102 BMO2E5UR0003C

2 (1) 'The nature and extent of the relnationship- or contacts of the
Central Intelligence Agency (or any other element of the United States
intelligence community) with Airlie Foundation or Airlie House Conference
Center, each of Warrenton, Virginia, or with any of their officers, personnel

activities or programs.

Employees of the Central Intelligence Agency have by
invitation attended conferences held at the Airlie House
-Conference Center at Warrenton, Virginia sponsored by
other government agencies or private organizations. The
invitations were made solely by the sponsors to the CIA or
directly personally to CIA employees. There has been no
direct relationship or contact of the CIA with Airlie Foundation,
the Conference Center or their personnel. ‘

In regard to your request as to the nature and extent of
the relationship or contacts of any other element of the U. S.
intelligence community with the Airlie Foundation and its
Conference Center, we feel it best that you contact these
agencies directly since we have no knowledge of the extent
of their relationship with the Foundation.

(2) Whether the CIA or any of its personnel has had any contacts
with, or been present at the Airlie House Conference Center or its
activities, or has had contacts with its officers or personnel. If so,
state who was present on each and every such occasion, the date and
time the activity occurred, the nature of the activity and the nature of
any contact or communication.

The invitations to the CIA and its employees to attend
conferences held at the Airlie Foundation have come from
the sponsors of the conferences and not from any officers
or personnel of the Airlie Foundation. There has been no
official contact with the Foundation officials or personnel
other than casual contact with the Conference Center service
personnel who provide meals and lodging.

Most invitations to CIA employees have been personal and
informal, particularly for those conferences sponsored by the
Department of State. Course announcements were sent by the
Civil Service Commission to government agencies, including
CIA to attend the "Conference of Ethics Counselors" held
24-25 November 1975. The CIA also attended the "Population
Analysis Conference" sponsored by the Agency for International
Development which was held for three days in March and May
1971.
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c (5) *Whether the CIA has obtained any information at any time
regarding what was said, transpired or took place at the Airlie House
Conference Center or at any other place or activity sponsored by such
Conference Center or by the Airlie Foundation, including but not limited
to places and activities in or concerning Latin America pursuant to
contracts with the Agency for International Development. If so, supply
such information and state how it was obtained, the reason it was obtained,
and all uses to which it was put.

Of course, CIA employees discussed the subject of the
conferences that they attended with their Agency associates
and undoubtedly with others having an interest in the subject.
Alsc, CIA employees would have discussed the subject matter
of a conference with those who attended whe=n the subject was
of interest to the CIA employees.
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sorev e ) | - Congregs of the Uniieh States F—————
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Bouse of Representatives ' 7% 4502 1

GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS

SUBCOMMITTEE . T

OF THE OFN Doeisrr 4

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS -
RAYBURN HouSE OFFICE BuiLDING, RooM B-349-B-C 76-2070 i

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

- January 27, 1976

Mr. William E. Colby
Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. .Colby'

This subcommittee, which has jurisdiction over government informa-
tion matters generally, is considering the degree to which and the
manner in which government agencies (by contract or otherwise) receive .
- information from certain private entities. Accordingly, we would ATTS
appreciate your providing us with the following information:

1) The nature and extent of the relationship or contacts of
the Central Intelligence Agency (or any other element of the United
States intelligence community) with Airlie Foundation or Airlie
House Conference Center, each of Warrenton, Virginia, or with any
of their officers, personnel, activities or programs. '

2) Whether the CIA or any of its personnel has had any contacts
with, or been present at the Airlie House Conference Center or its
activities, or has had contacts with its officers or personnel. If
so, state who was present on each and every such occasion, the date
and time the activity occurred, the nature of the activity and the
nature of any contact or communication.

3) Whether any CIA funds have been used, directly or indirectly,-
by or for Airlie House Conference Center, Alrlle Foundation, or any
of their officers or employees or by any persons attending their con-
ferences, either in the United States or elsewhere, including Latin
America. If so, state what funds have been so expended and the specific
purpose or purposes for which they were expended.

4) Whether the CIA, directly or indirectly, through the Agency for
International Development any other government agency, or otherwise,
has made any comments, suggestions or recommendations regardlng the

Approved For Releasei‘2004l1 0/12 : CIA-RDP78M02660R000300010039-3
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Mr. William E. Colby
January 23, 1976 Page 2

activities or programs of Airlie Foundation or Airlie House Conference
Center, their officers, or their personnel. If so,. state what comments ,
suggestions or recommendations were made, by whom they were made, how

and to whom they were transmitted, and what responses were received to
them. '

5) Whether the CIA has obtained any information at any time regard-
ing what was said, transpired or took place at the Airlie House Conference
Center or at any other place or activity sponsored by such Conference
Center or by the Airlie Foundation, including but not limited to places.
and activities in or concerning Latin America pursuant to contracts
with the Agency for International Development. If so, supply such
information and state how it was obtained, the reason it was obtained,
and all uses to which it was put. '

Please supply the subcommittee with all documents relevant to the
above matters. We would appreciate receiving your reply and such
documents within ten days.

Sincerely,

BELLA S. "ABZUG
Chairwoman
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4 February 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR:

Uttice of LegisIative Counsel

SUBJECT : Contacts with the Airlie Foundation
or its Officers

REFERENCE : Letter from Congresswoman Bella S.
Abzug, dated 27 January 1976

1. This is to confirm our conversation this
date that the Office of Medical Services has had no
formal or informal contacts with the Airlie House
Conference Center, the Airlie Foundation, Dr. Murdock
Head or its officers.

2. For the record, I have met Dr. Head socially
at professional meetings and possibly other physicians
have met him under similar circumstances. As you
know, Dr. Head is quite prominent in his field and
quite active in professional societies.

5. I can further state that during my tenure
in OSI from 1957 to 1963 and during my assignment to
ORD from 1963 to 1972 there were no formal or informal
contacts with the above organizations or individuals.

Fan
L

R

]
~

Deputy Director of Medical Services

CL BY: o | 31 December 1984 ...
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Office of Legislative Counsel

AT ATTENTION
SUBJECT : Use of Airlie House Conference Center
REFERENCE : Ltr dtd 27 Jan 76 to Director fm

Representative Bella §. Abzug

Pat:

Confirming our telephone conversation on 30 January 1976,
the Office of'Training’s use of the Airlie House Conference
Center has been confined to participation. in external train-
ing programs, conducted at the Center by other Government
agencies. Payment for the training courses was handled by
Interagency vouchers, paid by the Office of Finance to the
facility concerned. A ‘

For the past five years, our records reflect the
following: ‘

(a) Conference of Ethics Counselors, 24-25 November
1975, sponsored by the Civil Service Commission. Two Acency
employees were in attendance:
both from the 0GC. A copy of tmeToUTrSE aNmoOUnNCcement 1S
attached.

(b) Population Analysis Conference, sponsored by
the Agency for International Development, a three-day con-
ference which ran in March. and May 1971. Acencv emnlavees
in attendance: .

§TAT Ret.) , o all tfrom OTR. A copy
O a course critique 1Is attached.

ITECTOoT of Training

Atts
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o Conference of Ethies Counselove at Advlie House L%HSEP 8 lusg

November 24-25, 1975 b Rty feater Tos

’ id Reich

iithics Counsel : Your Rzferanca:

“(632-5524) '

ETHICS COUNSELORS

‘ mwum\k\\\

- (1) “There will be & conference of all-el h!c counselois at faned Airlic

louse near Warrenton, Virginia, \FT“T-;;FBhL 5% and 25. Airlie House
is only a 45 minute drive from the Potomac River bridges. We will
convene there at 11:00 a.m. on November 24 and remain until 4:00 p.m,
on November 25. Board and lodging for the period will be $45 for each
participant,

(2) The purpose of the conference is to share mutual problems in our _
wnique field and to have the opportunity for attaining specific result:
in a sctting removed from busy offices and urban disturbances.
Seminars are being plauned on such topics as:

“

(a) Should there be an exemption dollar wise for limited
holding of shares in a single company--a type of de
minimis theory?

(b) Can a Federal official be given administrative leave
and at the same time have his expenses paid for by a
private organization, be it quasi-public or otherwise?

(¢) Where an euployee is requived to dispose of stock by
ployes q I

reason of a conflict of interest, should he be vequirved
to do so immediately? See 5 C.F.R. 735.107(b)\2). Is
the current state of the stock market an appropriate
considervation?

{'"‘U‘

rl

for waling confidential statements available for public
inspection.

(d) Analysis of proposcd legislation, such as a provision
i

(e) Ls it appropriate for a Federal official to serve on the
Board of Trustees of a University of which he is not au

i
alummus? IF so, under what conditioens?
: (F) The problems, if any, of attorneys seyving as lavyoers

for Foderal cuployees dn personnel proceadings.  Sce 18
U.S.C. 205,

R SR S SN ViZiAl TT e
Svadesr fi Weny Fornee 1Wirh U8 Sapives Doy
<
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(3)

(4)

. :Approved For Release 2004/10/12 : CIA-RDP78M02660R000300010039-3

K o SRR S I
(g) Can standards be defined for appaxent conilicls on
interest? Ts it basical ],y a judgmcm L ql‘.O..‘;‘.!'.’J'_(ﬁ".- -an

ad hoc dctermination?

. E e e
(L) Review of 5 C.F.R. Part 735 for possible clarification,

wodification or amendmenl.

T would appreciate any rccommendations you may have for additional

topics for amplification of any of the above. Would you be willing
topics or for amplificatio y

to serve as a seminar leader? Do you have any exawples of conflict
. - N e e P o
problews which you would like to present for discussiont
> . £ 4 ~ 3 (S A
Please return the attached reservation sheet by Octeber 1, 1975,
may extend this invitation to any other person in your agency who is
intimately involved in the ethics program.

You

ATTACHMENT

Approved For Release 2004/10/12 : CIA-RDP78M02660R000300010039-3
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16 June 1971

SUBJECT: Report on the Fourth Airlie House Conference
: on Population '

FROM

1, The Population Conference, a relatively recently organized
program sponsored by AID and run by the National Interdepartmental
Seminar, is intended primarily for State and AID personnel. The
Conference attempts to acquaint U, S, officials with the immediate
as well as long term problems and issues that population growth
present to a country, especially the less developed, and U.S,interests
- and programs in this area. In addition to State and AID officials,
Agency and HEW representatives were enrolled,

The program, because of its purpose, touches on only a few
areas of concern to Agency personnel, but nevertheless is useful,

2. The Conference is unusually well-run, efficient but relaxed,
informal, and has been set up to encourage a high degree of class
participation. If this running was representative of the other conferences
this aim was successfully attained. The class evidenced a very high
degree of interest from the first day and sustained its enthusiasm
throughout the program, The extensive overseas experience of the
students (most were 0-2 or 0~3, GS-14 or above) made their qucstions
and obscrvations meaningful and contributed substantially to the
effectiveness of the Conference,

The Conference has been able to gather an unusually effective
group of speakers, from government, universities, and private
organizations, and this, of course, is a critical factor for achieving
a sound program. What caps the effectiveness of the Conference jis.

the quality and personality of the team that runs the Seminar -

. “
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.




[ o~

. Approved For Reléase 2064/10/12 : CIA-RDP78M02650R000300010039

\ v -
[ A

Chairman Howard Haugerud of the NIS, John Tobler who administers

the 3-day program, and Dr, Andre Hellegers, a consultant, who .
participates as a speaker and who coordinates the many presentations

into a meaningful unity,

Needless to say, Airlie House is delightful as the location for
the program.

3. Since the Conference is geared mainly for officials who
will be to some degree concerned in their assignments with the
problems of population, the program does not emphasize issues and
situations that are of great interest to Agency personnel. However,
both Newell and Schreiber derived significant benefit from the Seminar
since OTR has recently become increasingly concerned in its courses
with the problems of the less developed countries,

4., In the critique session that concluded the Conference we
suggested that a few speakers from foreign countries should be
-included in the program. These, after all, are the types of people
our U.S. officials must work with and their points of view and their
opinions would be useful to understand.

In addition, we would have gained more from the program if
greater attention had been given to political issues and their rami-
fications. Unfortunately, the one presentation in the program devoted
to that question didn't really deal with the subject. However, we did
benefit greatly from the presentation on Latin America by Professor
Stycos of Cornell; he analyzed some of the issues related to population
problems and the attitudes of political groups, his remarks were
highly informative and useful,

5. Several of the speakers were exceptionally effective:
Dr. Hellegers throughout the 3-day program, Milo Cox of AID on
World Agriculture, and R.T. Ravenholt of AID on U, S, Medical
Assistance Programs.
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4 FEB 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: Legislative Counsel

ATTENTION :
ViA : Deputy Director for Administration
SUBJECT : Agency contacts with the Airlie Foundation

of Airlie House Conference Center

1. Reference is made to the request from Congresswoman
Bella S. Abzug of the CGovernment Information and Individual
Rights Subcommittee of the House Committee on. Government
Operations, dated 27 Jaauary 1976 (OLC 76-0244). Transmitted.
as an attachment to this memorandum are responses to the ques-
tions posed in Congresswoman Abzug's letter. These responses
ars based on information available in the files of the Office
of Security.

2. Our files indicate interest in the Airlie Foundation
and/or Airlie House on the part of the Office of Medical
Services, the Office of General Counsel, the Office of Train-
ing and the Deputy Direetorate for Intelligence. You may wish
to consult with these offices for further details of their

interest.

25

Robert W. Gambino
Director cf Security
Att
Distribution:
Orig § 1 - Addressee, w/att
1 - DbA, w/o att
25

E2IMPLET

S —

Approved For Release 2004/10/12 : CIA-RDP78M02660R000300010039-3 . . r:; r




25X1 Approved For Release 2004/10/12 : CIA-RDP78M02660R000300010039-3

Next 2 Page(s) In Document Exempt

Approved For Release 2004/10/12 : CIA-RDP78M02660R000300010039-3



<

Approved For Release 2004/10/12 : CIA-RDP78M02660R000300010039-3

e
Approved Fgr Release 2004/10/12

s

: CIA-RDP78M02€66R0(§300010039-3

e o T AT T

| Airlie WinsV
Against T}

The Airtie FIFﬁdndatién.'ddhd ‘its

“director, - Dr.;;Murdock -Head.|
'yesterday wol: 3519,500 1n libei

damages. ‘The Washing-
ton Star,: A

The verdict by-a six-member
U.S." District: Court-jury. here
called for an’‘award of com-
pensatory  damages of. $100,000
for Head and $419,800 for the
foundation which runs & con-

ference center n Warrenton,
Va. No punitive damages were

awarded. -~ - S
U.S. Distriet Court Judge Oliv-

six-day trial which ended Tues-
day, .gave The Star 10 days-to
file motions asking him to over-

turn the jury verdict, a standard
procedure in civil cases.’
Conference Center .
Airlie House, which is operat-
ed by the Airlie Foundation, is a
1,200-acre conference center lo-
cated just east of Warrenton in
Fauquier County,- Va. It has
heen the-scene of hundreds of
conferences. sponsored by public
and private groups: L
As developed in testimony at
the trial, the case grew outofa
Sept. 14, 1967, story in The Star
reporting a charge by Willi

Intelligence Agency, the State
Department and the Penfagon.

It was testified that Higgs,a
lawyer disbarred in Mississippi
who has been a civil rights ac-
tivist and a supporter of radical
causes, made the charge al a
press conference at which he is-
sued a 16-page statement which
he said supported the charge of
covert ties between Airlie House
and the governmental agencies.

"Airlie Opened Books

The story on Higgs’ press con-
ference, which included a denial
by Head, founder and director of

the Airlie Foundation, and by a

government source, appeared

er Gasch, who presided over the|"

“|nanced and that “the foundation

-~ to them (the editors) thatitis

Higgs that Airlie House was se-|

cretly supported by the Cenfrall S
1y was made to print it.

in
the. last edition: of The: Star.on
that .day. A- different version,
stressing the denials, appeared
in~ all but the last edition:the
next day. SR
- Following- the appearance of
these -stories,Airlie representa-
tives opened: their financlal rec-
ords to The Star to support their
contention that the Higgs charge
was without: foundation. And on
Sept. 18 and 19, The Star]
published a story reporting that
a study of Airlie’s books indicat-
ed that the institution was sup-
ported solely by private sources.
That story was accompa-
‘nied by a statement that the
editors of The Star were per-
suaded by the records that the
foundation was privately fi-

has demonstrated conclusively

not, as chiarged last week, se-
cretly supported by the Central!
Intelligence Agency or other
government agencies.” i

In the trial, The Star contend-
ed that it was “erforming its)
role as a newspaper in reporting
the “Higgs charges. Evidence
was presented to show the steps
the story pasws® througi—i-ef
reporter Robert Walters, -who
wrote ' it, through various edi-
tors, including Editor Newbold

Noyes—before the decision final-

The Airlie Foundation con-
tended that The Star and its
editors failed to show proper re-
gard for whether the story was
true or false and, in fact, printed
it even though they had reason
to believe Higgs’ charges were
false. ‘
Witnesses for Airlie presented
evidence that as a result of The
Star’s original stories, the insti-
tution suffered financial losses
resulting from the adverse pub-

licity.
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centers, is supported solely by
private sources, a study of its|’
corporate books indicates.

Aivlie  trustecs have made
available their financial and tax
reeords 1o refute a charge that
the center is secretly, financed
by the Pentagon, State Depart-
ment, and Central Intelligence
Agercey. .

The records studied by The
Star contain' no evidence that
Alrlie House has received covert
funds. They also show that Airlie

‘ A o P
A Statement on Airlie

The editors of The Star, having examined the records
of the Airlie Foundation, are persuaded that this institution
is privately financed. Tho foundation has demonstrated
conclusively to them that it is not, as charged fant week,
secrelly supported by the iCentral Intellizence Agency’ or
other government agencies. There is no evidence that any
member of the foundation’s staff or board of trustees s
connected with the CIA.

The Star retracts contrary implications in its articles
on Airlie of September 14 and 15, and regrets embarrass-
ment caused the foundation, its executive director, trus-
tees and members of their families,

House was operating at a deficit
from 1960, its first full year of

operation, until the past three th

years when small annual sur-
Fluses were recorded. In addi-
tion,
V“dummy” foundation financing
of the type which led to disclo-

gures of aecretf’df}«\, tloa
year.

11,200-acre estate in Warrenton,
- {Va., west of Washington, has

been the center of hundreds of
. -conferences sponsored by
rnumber of influcatial
and public groups. Seme of th
. Ination’s leading scienlists an
- scholars, as
¢ figures from
White Hou;f,,/ have attended th
private meefings there.
- Mortimer’, Cap
sioner of fhe Ti

ell as prominent :

president of the bourd of trug.
tees of the Airlie Foundation, A

described the struggles Airlie bee i :
hile rising: and is not a member of the Dis- firm ia New York City.
to a position “second to none”’ .trlct bar. He has been work- - »
among similar private confer-|ing
in
“It's been a very long and Virginia to place the name of ,

House encountered w

~-. ence centers in the nation.

 difficult road that has been Lol
lowed,” he said. “The record of

public from the begirning and 1!
can state categgrically that
there has beo vert finane-
ing of thd Airlic Mundation)

“I Lelieve (hat

irlie Housc is!

other organizations carlier this| t0 Alrlle relying heavil
credibility o

o - has been e
Airlie House, located on a years."”

“in the District, serves without tempt to falsify the facts.”
0L pay as president of the Airlie
a wide Foundation, a non
private tion,
¢ founder and dircctor of Airlie
d House,

ongress and the.mental support for Airh}
e, made last Thurfday by\Wj
. Higgs
Iily the commis- ; Suppo
iternal Revenue ' Most
Service duringthe Kennedy ad. With Juljug
- winfstration  and the  current Cessful coury
facto segregation in the District.

lan,- on the ballots as a third
the financial support of Airliel Party candidate for president in
House has been open to the) Next year's election. '

; ence at his house, 613 D St. NE,
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r edical clinic and had two
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iplé 440/ t2es-
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dicated he was concerned about
CIA) invo ement in domesti

his wife was employed by a
beanly parlor. In fact, the
Gibsons are not Mrs. Head's
parents. Mr. Gibson, a retired

stepfather and
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retired Louisville (Ky.) business-

woman who owned, among
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Army major, is Dr. Head's"
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The 1966 income tax returns, -
fu - instance, show the principal-
s arce -of income—$448,693.81—
¢ me fromstandard conflerence
{v :s. The next largest source of
i :ome, $73,630.67, wcre from
tc evision and film production
e eipts. : .

dnly a total of $42,665 was
li ed as income rcccived from
¢ s and contributions fromn
o ser sources, and a large part
o! those gifts came personally
fi .m Dr. and Mrs. Head. The
¢ .er contributors were from
Y11 dividuals  and organizations
k. own to_be free of customary
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i In addition, the company's
Irecords skow a number of notcs
due.and owing to Dr. and Mrs,
Head, :

Bcsidca/(tnplin, the following
are listed oy officers And meni-
bers gl _(he board o trustees:,
Ldwin L. Daifi,ytregscrer: Dr.'
Brigh

'tion—$3,000 a year )
i * Operations Described L
,‘ In the tax returst filed with the, .
U.S, government, the foundation
jdescribes its operation and itself
jin these words:
“Airlie Foundation, a nonstock
corporation, was originated
primarily to promote an under-
standing and appreciation of the|.
* linterrelationships which exist in!~
ithe physical and social sciences, :
and to disseminate basic factuzal-
material relating - to  these
sciences. In the pursuit of these
objectives, in 1966, its main.
activity was the operation of a
conference center for education-
{al, scientific, and governmental. .
organizations involved in fields o , L]
local, national and international.: = - ) ' ’
A secondary operation was the.
production "and distribution of
motion picture films in educa-
_ tion, the sciences, and the arts.
LI These films were produced for
- Hovernmental and professional
- Lo organizations, as well as for the
. o : general  public through the ..
medium of television. In these: = .. . -
[|activities, Airlie Foundation has
:jworked in close cooperation with
universities, professional socie- .
- ties, federal agencies,” -~ S
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